
  

Table of Contents 

Introduction ................................................................................................................................................................. 1 

Background ................................................................................................................................................................... 1 
Purpose ......................................................................................................................................................................... 1 

Data Sources and Collection ....................................................................................................................................... 2 

Cancer Incidence .......................................................................................................................................................... 2 
Cancer Mortality ........................................................................................................................................................... 2 
Differences in Collecting Incidence and Mortality...................................................................................................... 2 
Cancer Classification .................................................................................................................................................... 3 

Statistical Methods ...................................................................................................................................................... 4 

Age-Specific Rates ........................................................................................................................................................ 4 
Age-Adjusted Rates ....................................................................................................................................................... 4 
Gender-Specific Rates .................................................................................................................................................. 5 
Race-Specific Rates ...................................................................................................................................................... 5 
Reliability of Rates ........................................................................................................................................................ 5 
Limitations of Data ....................................................................................................................................................... 6 

Summary of 2020 Cancer Data .................................................................................................................................. 6 

Age ................................................................................................................................................................................. 6 
Gender ........................................................................................................................................................................... 7 
Race and Ethnicity ........................................................................................................................................................ 9 

Conclusion .................................................................................................................................................................. 10 

Available Cancer Information .................................................................................................................................. 11 

Map 1: 2020 North Carolina Cancer Incidence Rates by County ............................................................................ 12 
Map 2: 2020 North Carolina Cancer Mortality Rates by County ............................................................................. 13 
Table 1:  2020 North Carolina Cancer Incidence and Mortality .............................................................................. 14 
Table 2:  2020 North Carolina Top Ten Cancer Incidence and Mortality Sites ...................................................... 16 
Table 3:  2020 Cancer Incidence and Mortality by County ...................................................................................... 17 
Table 4:  2020 Ten Highest and Lowest Cancer Incidence and Mortality Rates by County .................................... 20 
Table 5:  2020 Cancer Incidence and Mortality by Age Group ................................................................................ 21 
Table 6:  2020 Top Ten Cancer Incidence and Mortality by Age Group .................................................................. 23 
Table 7:  2020 Cancer Incidence and Mortality by Gender ...................................................................................... 25 
Table 8:  2020 Top Ten Cancer Incidence and Mortality Sites by Gender ............................................................... 27 
Table 9:  2020 Cancer Incidence and Mortality by Race .......................................................................................... 28 
Table 10:  2020 Top Ten Cancer Incidence and Mortality Sites by Race ................................................................. 30 
Table 11:  2020 Top Ten Cancer Incidence and Mortality by Race and Gender ..................................................... 31 
Table 12:  2016 – 2020 Top Five Cancer Incidence and Mortality Sites by Age Group, Race and Gender ............ 33 
Table 13:  2020 Cancer Incidence and Mortality by Race and Ethnicity ................................................................. 37 
Table 14:  2020 Top Ten Cancer Incidence and Mortality Sites by Race and Ethnicity .......................................... 39 
Table 15:  2020 Cancer Incidence and Mortality Median Age ................................................................................. 41 
Figure 1a: 2009 – 2020 Colorectal Cancer Incidence Trends by Gender and Race ................................................ 43 
Figure 1b: 2009 – 2020 Colorectal Cancer Mortality Trends by Gender and Race………………………………..43 
Figure 2a: 2009 – 2020 Lung and Bronchus Cancer Incidence Trends by Gender and Race ................................ 44 
Figure 2b: 2009 – 2020 Lung and Bronchus Cancer Mortality Trends by Gender and Race…………………… 44 
Figure 3a: 2009 – 2020 Female Breast Cancer Incidence Trends by Race ............................................................. 45 
Figure 3b: 2009 – 2020 Female Breast Cancer Mortality Trends by Race .............................................................. 45 
Figure 4a: 2009 – 2020 Prostate Cancer Incidence Trends by Race ........................................................................ 46 
Figure 4b: 2009 – 2020 Prostate Cancer Mortality Trends by Race ......................................................................... 46 
Figure 5a: 2009 – 2020 Cervical Cancer Incidence Trends by Race ........................................................................ 47 
Figure 5b: 2009– 2020 Cervical Cancer Mortality Trends by Race ......................................................................... 47 
Figure 6: 2009 – 2020 Oral Cavity Cancer Incidence Trends by Gender and Race ................................................ 48 



  

Figure 7: 2009 – 2020 Laryngeal Cancer Incidence Trends by Gender and Race .................................................. 48 
Figure 8: 2009 – 2020 Melanoma Incidence Trends by Gender and Race .............................................................. 49 
Figure 9: 2009 – 2020 Kidney Cancer Incidence Trends by Gender and Race ........................................................ 49 
Figure 10: 2009 – 2020 Endocrine Cancer Incidence Trends by Gender and Race ................................................ 50 
Figure 11: 2009 – 2020 Stomach Cancer Mortality Trends by Gender and Race .................................................... 50 
Figure 12: 2009 – 2020 Liver Cancer Mortality Trends by Gender and Race ......................................................... 51 
Figure 13: 2009 – 2020 Pancreatic Cancer Mortality Trends by Gender and Race ................................................ 51 
Figure 14: 2020 Percent of Top Four Cancer Cases by Stage .................................................................................. 52 
Appendix A: 2020 Population Estimates by Race and County.................................................................................. 53 
Appendix B: 2020 Population Estimates by Age Group and County ........................................................................ 56 
Appendix C: 2020 Population Estimates by Race, Sex and County .......................................................................... 59 

Bibliography………………………………………………………………………………………………………...62




